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Greg Smith   208.939.2327, 208.921.9458

MCCAIN WELL AHEAD OF OBAMA IN IDAHO, RANKING THIRD IN SUPPORT ONLY BEHIND UTAH AND WYOMING

· McCain leads by a 52%-29% margin “if the election was held today”.

· Further, a sizable McCain lead remains regardless of region of residence within Idaho, age, gender, and years having lived in Idaho.

· Even among Democrats, 35% say they would vote for McCain.  

· Idaho’s 23% lead lags only behind Utah (39%) and Wyoming (37%) in McCain support.

· Greg Smith & Associates will reveal the results of polling work done on Idaho’s U.S. Senate race between Jim Risch (R), Larry LaRocco (D), and Rex Rammell (I) on Thursday, August 28.

Greg Smith, President of Greg Smith & Associates, is releasing the results of a statewide public opinion research study among likely 2008 general election voters in Idaho.  The poll was conducted August 18-22 among 600 randomly selected and statistically representative Idahoans eighteen years of age or older who say they are either very or somewhat likely to vote in the November, 2008 general election.  Respondents were asked for whom they would vote for President “if the election was held today”, and the order of the two major candidates was rotated to ensure no order bias.  If respondents were undecided on their preference, they were then asked their preference “if they had to decide today”, the results resulting in “hard” and “soft” support.  Greg Smith & Associates sponsored and paid for the study effort, with results having a maximum statewide margin of error of + 4.0% at a 95% confidence level. 

For detailed analysis and implications, as well as background on Greg Smith & Associates, please turn to page 4.  For interviews or further study information, please contact Greg Smith at 208.939.2327 or 208.921.9458.  The data itself are contained on the next two pages, showing “hard” and “soft” support, and how this support is explained by such demographic variables as residence location (Regions 1 through 6), age, political affiliation, length of time having lived in Idaho, and gender. 

Sample composition:

Region 1/North Idaho


 14.0%

Region 2/North Central Idaho                                   8.3 




Region 3/Southwestern Idaho                          
 41.0          

Region 4/Magic Valley                       

 12.2                       

Region 5/Southeastern Idaho                                   12.2

Region 6/Upper Snake                                             12.3   
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                      208.939.2327, 208.921.9458

Percentages of Idaho voters statewide with that candidate preference

              (%s may not add exactly to 100 because of rounding) 






       -----------------------------REGION---------------------------
 

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Total

	McCain (hard)
	42.9%
	42.0%
	36.6%
	41.9%
	41.9%
	33.3%
	38.8%

	McCain (soft)
	9.5%
	8.0%
	14.6%
	8.1%
	14.9%
	18.1%
	13.0%

	Obama (hard)
	23.8%
	20.0%
	26.8%
	24.3%
	21.6%
	15.3%
	23.5%

	Obama (soft)
	3.6%
	4.0%
	5.3%
	8.1%
	8.1%
	5.6%
	5.7%

	Somebody else
	2.4%
	8.0%
	0.8%
	0.0%
	1.4%
	1.4%
	1.7%

	Still undecided
	14.3%
	18.0%
	13.4%
	13.5%
	12.2%
	23.6%
	15.0%

	Refused
	3.6%
	0.0%
	2.4%
	4.1%
	0.0%
	2.8%
	2.3%

	Total
	84
	50
	246
	74
	74
	72
	600







       -------------------------------AGE--------------------

	
	18-29 
	30-39
	40-49
	50-64
	65+
	Total

	McCain (hard)
	40.0%
	47.4%
	39.7%
	39.2%
	31.4%
	38.8%

	McCain (soft)
	8.9%
	11.6%
	12.9%
	14.7%
	12.9%
	13.0%

	Obama (hard)
	28.9%
	16.8%
	22.4%
	24.5%
	25.7%
	23.5%

	Obama (soft)
	6.7%
	4.2%
	3.4%
	7.4%
	5.7%
	5.7%

	Somebody else
	2.2%
	0.0%
	4.3%
	1.0%
	1.4%
	1.7%

	Still undecided
	8.9%
	16.8%
	16.4%
	11.8%
	19.3%
	15.0%

	Refused
	4.4%
	3.2%
	0.9%
	1.5%
	3.6%
	2.3%

	Total
	45
	95
	116
	204
	140
	600







                 ---------------POLITICAL AFFILIATION--------

	
	Republican
	Democrat
	Libertarian
	Independent/ the person
	Not sure
	Total

	McCain (hard)
	51.0%
	26.2%
	50.0%
	33.0%
	20.8%
	38.8%

	McCain (soft)
	14.7%
	9.2%
	0.0%
	13.0%
	16.7%
	13.0%

	Obama (hard)
	14.3%
	44.6%
	0.0%
	22.2%
	20.8%
	23.5%

	Obama (soft)
	2.7%
	11.5%
	0.0%
	5.9%
	4.2%
	5.7%

	Somebody else
	1.2%
	1.5%
	0.0%
	2.2%
	4.2%
	1.7%

	Still undecided
	14.3%
	6.9%
	50.0%
	20.0%
	25.0%
	15.0%

	Refused
	1.9%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	3.8%
	8.3%
	2.3%

	Total
	259
	130
	2
	185
	24
	600
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       ---------------YRS. LIVED IN IDAHO----------

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Total

	McCain (hard)
	38.5%
	35.3%
	48.2%
	39.2%
	36.6%
	38.8%

	McCain (soft)
	9.9%
	17.6%
	7.1%
	13.1%
	14.3%
	13.0%

	Obama (hard)
	28.6%
	24.4%
	24.7%
	23.1%
	20.0%
	23.5%

	Obama (soft)
	5.5%
	2.5%
	3.5%
	7.7%
	7.4%
	5.7%

	Somebody else
	0.0%
	4.2%
	1.2%
	1.5%
	1.1%
	1.7%

	Still undecided
	11.0%
	14.3%
	14.1%
	15.4%
	17.7%
	15.0%

	Refused
	6.6%
	1.7%
	1.2%
	0.0%
	2.9%
	2.3%

	Total
	91
	119
	85
	130
	175
	600






1 = 0-5 years





2 = 6-15 years





3 = 16-25 years





4 = 26-40 years





5 = More than 40 years






       -------GENDER------


	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	McCain (hard)
	37.7%
	39.7%
	38.8%

	McCain (soft)
	10.2%
	15.2%
	13.0%

	Obama (hard)
	27.2%
	20.6%
	23.5%

	Obama (soft)
	6.0%
	5.4%
	5.7%

	Somebody else
	0.8%
	2.4%
	1.7%

	Still undecided
	14.7%
	15.2%
	15.0%

	Refused
	3.4%
	1.5%
	2.3%

	Total
	265
	335
	600
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Greg Smith   208.939.2327, 208.921.9458
Smith said, “These results are certainly not a surprise.  Idaho is arguably the “reddest” state in the nation, with Republicans controlling all Federal and statewide offices.  Further, according to RealClearPolitics, Idaho is now the 3rd strongest state in support for John McCain, ranking only behind Utah (where McCain leads by 39%, buoyed by the prospect of former Governor of Massachusetts Mitt Romney becoming McCain’s vice-presidential nominee) and Wyoming (Dick Cheney’s home state, and where McCain’s lead is 37%).  Idaho ranks even ahead of Arizona, McCain’s home state (where the lead is 12%).

“By comparison, other Intermountain West states such as Montana, Colorado, Nevada, and New Mexico are virtual dead heats.  As an Intermountain West native, I know the character of Intermountain West states are generally more conservative and/or have proportionately more LDS church members than elsewhere.  And this year, the region includes at least two “battleground states”, strongly suggesting Romney be considered for McCain’s vice-presidential pick.  Add his highly successful management of the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City amid potential crises as well as his debating style vis’-a-vis’ that of Joe Biden, and we feel that the plusses of his Vice-Presidential candidacy outweigh the advantages of such other strong candidates as Governor Tim Pawlenty of Minnesota, former Governor Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania, or Senator Joe Lieberman of Connecticut, even when considering “housing” comments made by McCain.”   

Smith added, “We fully expect some to say things as “Greg, why then did 16,000 people show up at Taco Bell Arena in Boise not long ago to see Barack Obama speak?’  And, from Obama for Idaho staffers,  ‘Aren’t you an ardent Republican, and therefore your polling isn’t to be trusted?’  For one, many people who are/were not necessarily Obama supporters attended his visit.  After all, we here in Idaho have few chances to see someone who may become President!  And for those who might think our work may be biased, I might remind them that (1) we boast over twenty years of experience in the marketing research industry, and are well known for our quality research and analytical insight, and (2) we produced results almost exactly two years ago which showed now-Congressman Bill Sali (R) dropping precipitously in support to then-challenger Larry Grant (D), and were unpopular among many Republicans at the time.  As a friend of mine told me once, there are two kinds of people with no friends: journalists and pollsters!”  

Smith noted, “This poll was conducted during the week leading up to the choice of Joe Biden as Obama’s vice-presidential nominee.  So, there could be some change in Idaho voter attitudes since then, although national results do not suggest this.”

“We will be releasing poll results regarding Idaho’s U.S. Senate race (to replace Larry Craig) on Thursday, August 28.”

Greg Smith & Associates is a marketing/public opinion research/polling and marketing consulting firm headquartered inEagle (Boise), Idaho, with numerous clients in the private and public sectors.  Greg Smith, the president of the firm, is widely known within and outside of Idaho for his political survey research, analysis and commentary.  He has been quoted and his work referenced by all major Idaho print entities and radio stations, and all television network affiliates in the Boise area/southwest Idaho.  He has been quoted or the firm’s work cited in such media as politico.com, the Wall Street Journal, pollster.com, Newsweek, CNN, the Washington Post and L.A. Times, Congressional Quarterly, and Roll Call.  He is an undergraduate of the University of Idaho, and received his M.B.A. from Northwestern University. 
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